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the details so satisfyingly picturesque, that a subsequent investigator would be unlikely to see any
necessity for endeavoring to check or supplement it
by resort to other and independent sources.
Nor should the writer have felt the necessity had
h‘e not become much more interested in one of the
Seminoles captured with Wild Cat on October 21,
1837, than in either Wild Cat himself or Osceolathe prisoners on whom attention is ordinarily concentrated. The Seminole in question was the “Indian” chief or sub-chief John Cavallo (Cowaya,
Cowayee, Cawiga, Cowia, Coheia, etc.), actually a
half-breed Indian Negro who had been sent by headchief Micanopy and the other chiefs associated with
him to confer with Wild Cat, Osceola, and the others,
and who had been captured with them;2 but who,
somewhat to my surprise, turned up along with
Wild Cat (Coacoochee) as a commander in the battle of Lake Okeechobee, Christmas da?, 1837: and
who surrendered along with Alligator (Halpata
Hajo) another of the Lake Okeechobee commanders,
in April 1838.4 The obvious conclusion seemed to
be that John Cavallo had also escaped from St.
Augustine sometime between his capture on October
21,1837, and his appearance at the battle of Decetiber 25, 1837; and it seems at least a logical supposition that he did so in company with Wild Cat,
despite the failure of any of the accounts I had seen
to mention that Wild Cat had any companions other
2. 255th tong., ,%-ad sea., h. es. dot., no. 327; NZZes Register, liii.
146, 165, 263; Sprague, 18’7; Army and Nevg Chronicle, vii,
50.
3. American Hate Papem, Military Affairs, vii, 98’i ; A. & N. C.,
vi, 82; Sprague, 206.
4. iV. R., May 5, 1838
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5
than Talmus Hajo. A careful examination of the
contemporaneous sources, printed and manuscript,
reveals not only the correctness of this assumption
in regard to John Cavallo, but also the partial, incomplete, distorted, and, possibly, deliberately misleading character of what might be called the
“accepted” account.
The accepted version runs as follows, the comments which would occur to anyone who had read
the “contemporary” acounts-those written or
published immediately after the escape-or who had
inspected Fort Marion, being parenthesized :
Wild Cat and his friend Talmus Hajo were confined in a ‘“small room,” about eighteen by twenty
feet in size. No mention is made of any other
prisoners save these two being confined in the
“small room,” which is actually about eighteen by
thirty-three feet.) The room was lighted by a hole
about eighteen feet from the floor. (None of the
accounts I have seen mentions that a little less than
a third the area of the cell, the part nearest the
window, is occupied by a platform, about three feet
high, which is believed by some to indicate that this
casemate was once a bakery, the platform being the
base for an oven, since removed. An official account
states that the window was “about fifteen feet from
6
the floor." ) A sentinel was constantly at the door.

5. Miss Brevard mentions that not only Coacoochee himself but
also seventeen of his band escaped from St. Augustine, but
does not give any authority for her statement, pursue the
matter further, nor endeavor to account for the discrepancy
between this statement and the account which she quotes
from Sprague.
6. Appendix A. If the Sprague account means by floor the lower
level, and the official account means the platform, they are
in agreement, but my own observation, confirmed by official
measurements, is that the distance from the platform to the
window is less than twelve feet. Another contemporaneous
account says, loosely, “15 or 20 feet,” which could be made
to mean, according to interpretation, anything from twelve
to twenty feet from platform to window. Jarvis, Dr. Nathan
S., An Army Surgeon’s Notes on Frontier Service, 1833-48,”
Journal of the Military Service Institution, July-Aug., 1906,
Mar.-Apr., 1907, pp. 285-286.
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(An official account says that this part of the fort
7
“was not specially guarded by a Sentinel."
The prisoners cut up the forage bags, given them
to sleep on, and made ropes, which they hid beneath
their beds, (probably meaning the straw which the
bags were intended to cover. One might well wonder that no suspicion was aroused by the disappear8
ance of their bed coverings. ) Wild Cat then stood
on his companion’s shoulder, worked his knife into
a crevice between the rocks, and by standing on the
handle was enabled to pull himself up to the aperture. (Most readers of this account would be likely
to fix on Wild Cat’s possession of a knife as the
incredible feature up to this point, but this part
may well be true. The prisoners were, of course,
deprived of their firearms immediately on capture,
but, by some curious oversight, “their large knives”
were not taken 9from them until “the morning after
imprisonment,"
which would have given them
plenty of time to conceal a store of knives somewhere in their cells, some of the floors of which are
now, and probably were then, packed earth instead
of tabby.
Having reached the “hole,” Wild Cat decided,
on close inspection that it would be sufficiently large
for himself and his companion to get through. (The
small hole of the Coacoochee-Sprague account is
said in the official report to have been about eight
inches wide---probably meaning outside measure7. Appendix A.
8. Most contemporaneous accounts merely refer to a “rope,”
“ropes,” or a “line,” but one says that they “tied their blankets together.” The Charleston Courier, Dec. 6, 1837. This
account, from the similarity of phraseology, was probably
supplied by Capt. J. Rhett Motte, whose manuscript, “Life
in Camp and Field: Journal of an Officer of the U. S. Army,”
is in the St. Augustine Historical Society library.
9. “Forry, Samuel, Surgeon U. S. Army, 1837-1838, Letters of,”
Florida Historical Quarterly (July, 1928), vol. vii, p. 94.
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10

ment-and five feet long i. e. to the outside-or,
possibly in height, these dimensions being about the
same. Another contemporaneous account says it
was “only 8 inches 11wide by sixteen or eighteen
inches long” [high?]
The probable underestimate of the height by Jarvis is no doubt the result of looking upward at “an
acute angle, which would naturally have the effect
of reducing the apparent height. Wild Cat failed
to mention that a little more than a foot below the
level of the window, is a ledge, running the width of
the cell, and of comfortable breadth, doubtless intended as a firing step for a musketeer. He did
not, consequently, have to suspend himself in a flyon-the-wall manner while investigating the possibilities of the aperture. But no one else, to my
knowledge, has ever mentioned this ledge, either.)
Wild Cat decided that to make passage through
the aperture doubly sure, he and his friend would
have to reduce their flesh for five days, by which
time it would be the dark of the moon. They accordingly played sick and obtained permission to
go outside the fort, under guard, to obtain roots,
ostensibly for medicine, actually for reducing purposes. (The official accounts do not indicate that
any of the prisoners were permitted to leave the
fort under any conditions, and if Wild Cat and his
friend actually fasted and took reducing medicine
for five days, it is a wonder that they could stand
up, much less climb walls and descend ropes, at
the end of the period.) On the night for which the
escape was planned, (which was the dark of the
10. Appendix A. The present-day official measurement would
make the width something more-from about two feet within
to nine inches without.
11. Jarvis, loc. cit.
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moon), the keeper annoyed them by coming into
the cell, insisting on talking and singing. (It sounds
if he were drunk and Wild Cat too courteous to put
the proper name to it.) They thought of putting
his head in a bag and tying him up, but decided
instead to sham sleep, which they did, whereupon
the keeper left the cell and presently himself fell
asleep outside. (Note that this part of the fort is
13
officially said to have had no sentinel. )
Wild Cat then climbed up to the aperture, fastened
the rope, and passed enough of it through to reach
the bottom of the ditch below, that is, about fifty
feet. (My own observations, checked by photography and information from Mr. Albert C. Manucy,
historical technician at the Castillo, to whom
I owe all the official present-day measurements, are
that this is an exaggeration of over one hundred per
cent; the distance from the loophole to the bottom
14
of the moat is only twenty feet or a little more.
Wild Cat, then, with great difficulty, scraping off
a good deal of skin, managed to force himself headfirst through the aperture (a little over five feet
through the wall) and, clinging to the rope, made
his descent safely. (No mention is made of any
bars over the window, whereas the official accounts,
confirmed by several other contemporaneous reports,
agree that there were one or two bars which had
by some means to be removed, wholly or partially,
15
before the prisoners could make their exit.
12. Information by courtesy of Prof. Maude Makemson, head of
the Department of Astronomy, Vassar College.
13. Appendix A.
14. Jarvis, however, says “nearly forty feet.” loc. cit.
15. The Charleston Courier, Dec. 6, 1837, “the iron bars;” Jarvis,
loc. cit., “a iron bar ;” AGO, Capt. L. B. Webster, St. Augustine,
Nov. 30, 1837, to Capt. H. Brown, Comg. Officer(B523/J259),
“a bar of iron.” Appendix A resolves any apparent contradiction, probably, by stating that one bar was removed,
the other not. The sockets for two bars are still to be seen,
though the bars have disappeared.
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Talmus Hajo then tried to squeeze through, but
stuck. Wild Cat told him to throw out his breath
and try again; he did so, slipped through the opening, but lost his hold, fell the entire distance, and
seemed dead. Wild Cat, however, revived him,
caught a mule, put his companion on it, used it for
a day, after which they were able to continue on
foot, and in five days reached Wild Cat’s band on
the headwaters of the Tomoka.
The above is the “accepted” version, as questioned and corrected in parentheses by the application
of contemporaneous evidence, personal observation,
and common sense. It might be well to apply the
same tests to the most complete of the “contemporaneous” accounts, including the “official” versions, the report of an investigating committee
summoned by the commander of the fort the very
day the escape was discovered, which was preceded
by a couple of briefer reports to persons concerned.
The commander of the troops garrisoning the fort
thus addressed the officer commanding the fort itself, November 30, 1837:
“I have to report the escape last night of 20
16
Indian prisoners, among them two women. They
16. Most contemporaneous accounts agree with this number
exactly. The Charleston Courier, Dec. 6, 1837, specifies “Wild
Cat, one other Indian Chief, sixteen warriors, and two
squaws.” The Army and Navy Chronicle, Dec. 21, 1837, v,
394, quoting the Charleston Mercury, says, “the Chief Wild
Cat with seventeen warriors and two squaws.” Jarvis refers
to “Cooacoochy & 19 other Indians,” rank and sex unspecitied. J. Rhett Motte varies by one from the official count,
mentioning “Wild Cat with one other chief, and 17 warriors;”
perhaps he considered that the two squaws were worthy of
counting as one warrior! The widest variation in a contemporaneous account is from the same number of the Army
and Navy Chronicle mentioned above, but quoting from the
Savannah Georgian, Dec. 8, which in turn is quoting “A correspondent of the Republican (at Garey’s Ferry, Dec. 2nd) ;”
The number given is “Wild Cat . . . with eleven other Indians.” The opportunity for error in such a series of quotings
and re-quotings is obvious.
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made their escape through an opening in the back
17
of the cell by removing a bar of iron, and then let
themselves down the wall. The opening is so narrow
that it was not supposed a man could get through
even when the iron bar was removed. Among those
that have escaped are Co-a-co-chee, John Cawaiya,
and all of Philips sons.” The commander of the
fort, reporting in his turn to the adjutant general
of the army in Florida, adds that “time had corroded the iron and they wrenched it from its place;
and by means of ropes ascended
to the hole, and
18
descended into the ditch."
The assumption here is that the iron had so rusted
and weakened that it could be detached without the
use of any tools save bare hands. Here some of
the unofficial contemporaneous reports part company with the implications, at least, of the official.
The Charleston Courier, (Dec. 6, 1837) and Motte’s
related account both say that “by some means or
other [they] had been furnished with files, thus
enabling them to saw off the iron bars that had
been placed across the window” or “portholes”
[sic]. Other contemporaneous accounts, official or
unofficial, merely state that they succeeded somehow
in removing the bar or bars. The investigating
board. adds little to the other official or unofficial
reports save to make clear that there were two bars,
one entirely removed, the other not.
No suggestion that a file or any other such implement was employed in the escape appears in
any official account. It would have been simple to
determine whether a bar had been cut cleanly
through, or partially through, by a file, or had
17. See Note 15.
18. National Archives, War Department, AGO, Capt. L. B. Webster, St. Augustine, Nov. 30, 1837, to Capt. H. Brown, Comg.
Officer (B523/J259), Capt. Henry Brown, Ft. Marion, Nov.
20 [sic], 1837, to Lt. Chambers, A. Adj. Gen. (J259).
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merely been badly rusted and then broken. Perhaps the board found no evidence that the bar had
been cut; perhaps it preferred not to observe evidence which would indicate carelessness on the part
of either commander. If files could be smuggled
in, why not knives, pistols . . . ? As a matter of
fact, there are a number of channels by which such
tools could have found their way in. A Cherokee
deputation, sympathetic to the Seminole, were in
the fort not long before the escape, for the
alleged purpose of inducing the Seminoles to remove
to the west, and therefore in close communication
19
with them.
The soldiers in the fort were, to a large
extent, foreigners, easterners, with no personal
interest in the Florida War, poorly paid, many of
them given to drink and probably susceptible to
bribery. Negroes of the vicinity, free men or hired
slaves, were probably employed about the fort in
various menial capacities, and St. Augustine Negroes bore the reputation of being actively sympathetic to the Seminoles. Such, at any rate, was the
opinion of General Jesup, who wrote: “Coacoochee,
John Cavallo, and sixteen other chiefs and warriors
. . . could not have escaped without aid from without. There are too many who would be ready to
20
The Inaid them particularly among the blacks."
dian Negro John Cavallo, one of the prisoners who
escaped, probably enjoyed, as an interpreter, more
freedom than most of the others, and thus had opportunity to communicate, in his primitive English,
with Cherokee, soldiers, or Negro employees. A file,
if needed, would not seem hard to come by.
Diverse as they are at a number of not insignificant points, the “accepted” Coacoochee-Sprague
19. A. & N. C. (Dec. 7, 1837), v, 364-365.
20. National Archives, War Dep’t. QMGO, Consolidated files,
“Jesup”, Th S. Jesup, Ft. Mellon, Dec. 3, 1837, to Maj. T.
Cross, Actg. Q. M. Genl. Washington.
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version and the “contemporaneous” versions,
official or unofficial, are yet a great deal closer to
one another than either is to still a third, which
might be called a “revisionist” version; briefly,
that Coacoochee did not escape through the loophole at all, but walked out through the door, as a
result of influence of some sort exerted upon a sentinel or an officer. I have found this version recorded in only one place. It is ascribed to Mr. Oregon Dunham, a man of an old St. Augustine family,
then in his eighties, on whose father’s horse, Mariposa, Coacoochee is said to have made his escape.
“In regard to Coacoochee,” Mr. Dunham said, “. . .
it was generally known afterwards that this story
of his escape was made up; that he actually got
away by bribing the sentinel with the ornaments of
silver with which he was well supplied . . . . Dr.
Westcott used to say that the officer in charge,
knowing that he was captured under a flag of truce,
took the sentinel off and gave him an opportunity
21
to escape."
The uncertainty of this theory will be noted. Did
Coacoochee escape through bribing the sentinel, or
through the chivalry of “the officer in charge,” or
through the officer’s chivalry re-inforced by bribery
of the sentinel? The serious charge against either
Capt. Brown or Capt. Webster-the two officers “in
charge" -involved in the latter explanations, probably need not be taken seriously. Escape through
bribery of a sentinel, however, presents sufficient
possibilities to justify an investigation. From what
we know of the ordinary enlisted man of that time,
the incorruptibility of the sentinel would probably
be the least of the possible obstacles. A Seminole
21. Dunham, Oregon, as told to Dr. Dewitt Webb, Evening
Record, St. Augustine, Fla., June 26, 1916. (Courtesy of
Mrs. Alberta Johnson, acting librarian, Florida Historical
Society).
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chief would normally be well supplied with the
“ornaments of silver”-bracelets and gorgetswhich Mr. Dunham suggests as the corrupting influence, particularly if he had been arrested in full
dress, at a meeting which he had supposed was
to be a conference with the commander-in-chief.
Such silver-work would probably be adequate to
purchase at least a file or two, if not an open door
to the fort.
But even if adequately bribed, could a corrupt
sentinel have furnished means of egress to twenty
prisoners? From what we know of the situation,
it does not seem an impossibility. The prisoners
would first have to pass through the doorway of
their cell, and then through that of the fort. According to Coacoochee’s story, the jailer or keeper
did have access to the cell; we have seen the discrepancies and inadequacies of this account, but it
is probable that Coacoochee would not have erred
in a matter which could have been so easily checked,
his errors being principally those of exaggeration
and suppression. If it was the custom for only one
of the commanders of the fort to possess keys to
the cells, this would probably have been known to
the army officer who recorded this account, and to
the other officers to whom the tale was told, and
would have caused them to question the whole story.
There was, then, probably a sentinel, jailer, keeper,
or other functionary, with a key to the cell. But
what about the outer gate? Surely its key, at least
at night, would have been in the possession of Capt.
Brown alone. We cannot speak positively, but it
may well be questioned that there was a key to the
outer door of the fort or, for that matter, even a
door. The fort was in a semi-ruinous state at the
time, and it is doubtful that the drawbridge could
be raised or the entrance closed. There is a hint
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of this in a contemporaneous account. On Oct. 31,
1837, Dr. Forry wrote: “ The Indians are perfectly
secure and do not dream of escape. Their large
knives were taken from them the morning after
imprisonment, and a barricade was erected to pre22
vent a rush upon the passage leading to the door."
If there was a door to the fort, in functioning condition, why the necessity for a barricade to prevent
a break for freedom? The suggestion is that only
the barricade-and, of course, the presence of an
armed guard-barred the prisoners, who, presumably, were exercising and sunning in the courtyard,
from making a dash for the open air. According to
this account, no doubt, the dislodged bar or bars,
the line hanging from the loophole, were merely
“window dressing, ” literally and figuratively, to
prevent suspicion from falling upon the corrupt sentry or the chivalrous officer. If so, the device succeeded more than admirably!
The above may or may not demonstrate the possibility of Mr. Dunham’s explanation being correct;
it certainly does not even begin to prove that the
“revisionist” account is correct. However “generally known” it was at the time that Coacoochee
& company escaped from the fortress by bribery
or chivalry rather than by agility, no one, so far
as I can ascertain, was then sufficiently impressed
to publicize the “true facts”; they had to wait
nearly eighty years after the event to be brought
to public notice.
Analysis and comparison of the contemporaneous
sources make it possible with a little imagination to
envisage an approximation of the occurrences in the
southwestern casemate of Fort Marion, the night
of Nov. 29-30, 1837. The Seminoles had been prisoners over a month and most of them were no doubt
desperately weary of confinement. That they should
have so long delayed their break for liberty was
no doubt dependent on a number of factors. They
had perhaps at first hoped to talk their way outhttps://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol22/iss3/1
22. Forry, loc. cit.
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obtain release on the condition that they should
make peace but, in return, be allowed to remain at
the southern extremity of Florida ; or, perhaps, on
the plea that they must be allowed to talk to their
companions still at large. Such negotiations may
have carried them through the first dark phase of
their imprisonment and, by the time they had become convinced that freedom would be obtained
only by their own efforts, the dark of the moon lay
a month in the future. Perhaps they had some
hopes of the Cherokee delegation ; perhaps they
were trying to get files. Whatever the causes for
the delay in an attempt to escape, they were now
past. It was the dark of the moon at last and twenty
Seminoles-probably nearly all those confined in
23
the cell, since the casemate would have been badly
23. An official account states that “all [the fugitives] are of
the band of Philip and Miccasukees-not one of either John
Ca-waiya’s or Powell’s men.” (AGO, Brown, Nov. 20 [sic],
1837, to Chambers, J259). This might be interpreted as
meaning either that the occupants of the southwestern cell
included only Mikasuki and followers of Philip, Coacoochee’s
father, or that among them were members of the bands of
Powell (Osceola) and of John Cavallo, none of whom, however, took advantage of the opportunity to escape. The latter
is probably what is meant, since tradition suggests that Osceola may also have been in the southwest cell. The whites
are said to have not been “aware of their escape until next
day or some 12 hours afterward when Osceola inform’d the
commanding officer of the fact. He sent word to Gen. J[esup]
that he could have escaped himself in the same manner,
but he scorned to do so as well as any of his people.” (Jarvis,
loc. cit.) Philip also was probably in the cell with his son.
He had been allowed considerable freedom, including permission to stay in the courtyard throughout the day, but after
the escape he was put in irons. He said he knew of their
plans and had tried to dissuade them. Philip and Osceola
were weary and discouraged men, Philip an old man; both
died not long afterwards. It is more difficult to understand
the unwillingness-if that is what is meant-of any of John
Cavallo’s men to follow their chief. It is unlikely that he
had many followers with him, as he had been sent by Micanopy and his associate chiefs-Jumper, Alligator, Holatoochee,
and others-as a delegate to confer with Osceola, and with
Philip and his associates, and for this purpose a large escort
would probably not have been taken. In Appendix B he is
listed as one of Philip’s men, and it may be that actually
none of his band were with him in prison and that the
reference above was an error-just as classing him as one
of Philip’s followers is obviously a mistake; he may have
been listed with Philip’s band merely because he was not a
Published byMikasuki,
STARS, 1943
the other element among the fugitives.
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crowded- with more than thirty-were feverishly
active, the others looking anxiously or stolidly on.
Three or four knives, which had been concealed in
the bedding or about the dungeon during the first
night of imprisonment, were being employed in ripping bed-covers into strong strips, which deft tigers
were twisting and knotting into a long rope; perhaps a good deal of this work had already been done.
One of the tallest and strongest of the men - I
suspect the powerful six foot Indian Negro John
Cavallo-vaulted onto the wide platform beneath
the window, followed by several others. Seizing
one of his slighter comrades by the ankles, he boosted him up so that the Indian’s feet were on the
Negro’s shoulders, from which, working his toes
into niches already carved in the hard coquina, perhaps stepping up to the handle of a knife wedged
firmly into a crevice between the rocks, the Indian
was able to clutch the ledge beneath the window and,
with a spring and a wriggle, pull himself up onto
it, one end of the knotted line gripped between his
teeth. He lay quiet a few moments, then turned
his attention to the bars which still further narrowed
the narrow loophole. One of them had already been
detached, or weakened, either by the use of furtively
procured files or by sheer strength applied to the
rust-corroded iron, so that its removal was only a
matter of seconds. This work might have safely
been done days before, as the keeper was unlikely
to test the strength of bars inaccessible save by a
ladder, and obstructing an aperture the narrowness
of which was believed sufficient, even without bars,
to prevent passage.
In a few moments the Indian had done whatever
was needed to clear the loophole; then he paid the
line out through the window until the length remaining in his hand indicated that the free end lay

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol22/iss3/1
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in the muddy ditch surrounding the fortress. The
Indian secured the line to the remaining bar, and
one after another, by its assistance, his comrades
swarmed up the wall, boosted from below by the
powerful John Cavallo and helped from above by
eager comradely hands reaching down from the
ledge.
When the entire company were assembled on the
ledge-except, probably, for two or three at the celldoor to dispose of any sentry who might make an
unscheduled visit-the most difficult step now confronted them. A Seminole who was at once slight,
strong, and agile-perhaps Wild Cat himself-was
probably designated, by common choice and his own
declaration, as pioneer. Headfirst he wriggled sidewise, crabwise, into the narrow slit of the porthole,
the rough rock scraping, tearing, his naked hide,
anxious hands pushing on his legs and feet from
behind whenever a retardation of his progress suggested that he might be stuck, until eventually he
found his head, then his shoulders, projecting, and,
craning his neck, he was looking dimly down through
the thick darkness on the muddy bottom of the
moat, so far below. His hands found the line and
clung to it, shifting their grip as more and more
of his body emerged, until finally he was able to
push himself clear of the tunnel and his whole
weight came on the line with a shock and wrench
simultaneously testing the strength of the material,
the quality of the knots, and the tenacity of his own
grip. Fortunately all held. His descent thereafter
was rapid if jerky, the outward slant of the wall
giving him some slight foothold, though it would
not be surprising if, three-fourths down the swaying
rope, he lost his hold and landed half-sitting, halfsprawling, in the thick and fortunately cushioning
mud, from which; however, he promptly scrambled
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to seize the free end of the line and give it the series
of twitches which signalled that all was right below.
The passage of the next prisoner from ledge to
open air was more or less difficult according to his
figure and agility, but, with a companion below to
hold the rope steady, the descent to the ditch was
considerably eased. And so, one after another, the
prisoners struggled through the rocky slit to the
open air and swung and slid down the line to the
free if muddy soil of the moat. Perhaps one or
two stuck fast and had to be hauled back by the
heels, disappointed; perhaps to try again, perhaps
to succeed, perhaps once more and finally to fail.
But eventually a full twenty, including two women,
had successfully undergone the ordeal. Unchallenged they made their way westwardly out of the
town, forded the river, headed south, and traveling
at night, sleeping in the woods by day, living on
roots and berries, succeeded in rejoining their
people.
This escape was more than a daring exploit, a
picturesque episode ; it was of considerable importance to the subsequent history of the Seminole
War. It released the one man capable of assuming
leadership over a significant number of the Seminoles and reviving the waning spirit of other chiefs,
a man young, vigorous, intelligent, courageous, and
with hereditary claims to chieftaincy ; neither the
aged Philip, the indolent Micanopy, the sickly
Jumper, the double-dealing Coi Hajo, the weary
Osceola, could have maintained the struggle for
more than three years longer with the ability and
tenacity displayed by Coacoochee. Nearly two and
a half years afterwards, the escape inspired this
bitter comment: “The old fort makes a very good
jail-good, I mean, to let prisoners out of, and Indians too; without which last fatal escape of about
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twenty Indian prisoners, many believe that this
24
Seminole war would have been closed in 1837."
The escape of John Cavallo was considered only less
serious than that of Wild Cat.
But this prison-break only partially retrieved the
loss to the Seminole cause of the original capture;
it had come too late to make it possible for Wild
Cat and John Cavallo to rally Micanopy’s bands
for another effort. Micanopy himself had surrendered Dec. 3, before news of the escape could have
reached him, and the example of the head-chief
proved contagious. His brother-in-law Jumper, his
nephew Holatoochee - John Cavallo’s brother-inlaw - followed him. Only Alligator, another of
Micanopy’s nephews, the chief with whom John
Cavallo had previously been most closely associated,
remained in the field. Wild Cat and John joined
forces with him and with the Mikasuki chief Sam
Jones, and on Christmas Day fought with Col.
Zachary Taylor at Lake Okeechobee the most hotly
contested action of the entire war, in which the
United States troops suffered heavy casualties. It
is unlikely that, without the flight from Ft. Marion,
this battle would ever have been fought, inasmuch
as two of the four principal commanders were former prisoners. John Cavallo and Alligator surrendered in April, 1838, but Wild Cat carried on
the struggle until the spring of 1841. After being
transported to the Indian Territory, he allied himself with John Cavallo, also known as Gopher John,
who had assumed the leadership of the Negro element in the Seminole tribe, and eventually, in 1849,
in order to escape domination and harassment by
Creeks and whites, they led a migration to Mexico
24. The News, St. Augustine, Fla., May 1, 1840, letter of C.
Downing to H. Stuart, Committee on Territories (Ft. Marion
files).
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and established a military colony in the Santa Rosa
mountains, where descendants of the Seminole
Negroes, if not of the Indians-nearly all of whom
returned to the United States on the death of Wild
Cat from small-pox in 1857 - still dwell and thrive,
the older people full of memories and traditions of
Wild Cat and of “Juan Caballo - John Horse.”
The reader, if convinced by the arguments against
the authenticity of the Coacoochee-Sprague account
of the escape from Ft. Marion, may wonder, assuming the correctness of the reporting, why Wild
Cat should have been guilty of such exaggerations
and suppressions. Anyone who accepts the “revisionist” account of Mr. Dunham will have a ready
answer; it was to throw a fine dust of detail into
the eyes of anyone suspecting that the escape was
an “inside job.” The solution, however, is hardly
less easy even to one who accepts a synthesis of
the “contemporaneous” accounts. Wild Cat was
of a dramatic nature-his appearance at a council
with Col. Worth, dressed in a Shakespearian costume plundered from a troupe of strolling players,
symbolizes one side of his character. He had a
vivid imagination, a keen sense of his own importance, and he told a good story well-particularly if
he were the hero.
The escape from Ft. Marion was a brilliant display of courage, agility, and ingenuity, even reduced
to its lowest proportions, and no matter how many
participated-but how much more brilliant if the
escaping prisoners were only two in number, a gallant leader and a loyal follower, instead of a score,
two of them women, if the loop-hole were eighteen
feet from the floor instead of, perhaps, ten, and
the ditch fifty feet below the window, instead of
less than half that distance, if there was a sentinel
at the door to be craftily circumvented, instead of
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no sentinel at all in that part of the fort! The
utilization of medicinal roots for reducing purposes
was another ingenious touch, though unlikely to
arouse such general public interest then as now.
Wild Cat’s conspicuous failure to mention even the
existence of iron bars over the window is interesting, since he thus lost an opportunity for recounting
another display of ingenuity ; perhaps he preferred
to avoid any reference which might call up the
question of files and their possible sources. But,
as a whole, Wild Cat’s narrative may be accounted
for by the simple explanation that, as was proper
to a hero from a simple and barbarous society, he
was not only a great warrior but also a great storyteller.
APPENDIX A 1
Fort Marion, 30th November 1837
Upon an examination of the Fort, . . . the board find that
Coacoochee, John Cowaya, sixteen other warriors, and two
squaws made their escape from a room in the South-Western
angle of the Port, through an aperture, in the wall, about eight
inches wide and five feet long, and situated about fifteen feet
from the floor. - One of the Iron Bars, which formerly closed
the aperture, was removed, and the Indians descended into the
ditch by means of a line fastened to the remaining bar. The
room in which the aperture is situated had been examined by
Captain Brown, and Captain Webster previously to the Indians
being placed in it, and they believed it perfectly secure. The
Board are of the opinion that there has been no negligence on the
part of Capt. Webster, or the Guard stationed at the Fort. - The
escape was made from a part of the Fort which, from being
deemed safe, was not specially guarded by a Sentinel.
E. B. Gould, Cap’t
Veteran Volunteers
S. H. Drum
1st Lieut 4th. Art’y
E. A. Capron
1st Lieut. 1st Arty
1. National Archives, War Department, AGO, 265J.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

APPENDIX B 1
Lists
3
Philip’s People
Coa-co-chee (Philip’s son) 4
Ispokokay
Ok-tai-o-chee
Ta-co-sa-Tustennukkee (Philip’s brother)
Halpatah Hajo
Apai-ah-kee Micco-chee
(sub chief) 5
No-cose Hajo 6
Holata Tus-ten-uh-kee
Hotulke Hajo
John Ca-wai-ya 7
Hoke-pissee Emathla-chee
Philip’s sons
Nee-ha-thlok-kee Emathla
12 [individuals]
Miccasukees
Emathla Tusten-uk-kee
Ho-lat’ Tustenukkee
7. (His sister Nok-os-ho-yay)
Ho-lata Tustunukkee
8. (woman A-pee-e-ay)
Aha Micco chee
Aha-lak-Ha-chee
Echo Emathla
8 [individuals]

>

[total] 20
1. National Archives, War Department, AGO, B523/J259.
2. Several of the persons below, nos. 3, 5, and 12, among “Philip’s
People,” and no. 6 among the Mikasuki, have the same names as
distinguished Seminole chiefs, but this is the result of the unimaginative character of Seminole nomenclature, clearly indicated
in the list below by the fact that no less than three of the
eighteen men bear the name of Holata Tustenuggee (chief warrior). Had Micanopy’s nephew and war-chief Alligator, or Halpata Hajo (crazy, i. e., recklessly brave, alligator) been among
those captured at Fort Peyton, this fact would certainly have
been announced, whereas actually, among those listed in Appendix B, only Coacoochee and John Cavallo were mentioned by
name in the announcement of the captures of Oct. 21.
3. It is a curious fact that, nowhere on the list appears the name
of Talmus Hajo!
4. Coacoochee, or Wild Cat (ca. 1808-1857), favorite son of
Emathla, or King Philip, head-chief of the St. Johns river Seminoles, was a ring-leader, with Osceola and John Cavallo, in carrying off the hostages from Tampa bay, in late May or early
June, 1837, thus reviving the war. He finally surrendered in
March, 1841, the last important chief to yield. After his removal
to Indian Territory, he was chief adviser to head-chief Micanopy,
but was disappointed in his ambition to succeed him after his
death early in January, 1849, and late in the year removed to
the Mexican border with a following of about a hundred Seminole
Indians, accompanied by John Cavallo with as many more
Negroes. Coacoochee had the ambitious idea of establishing a
sort of Free State on the Mexican side of the Rio Grande, to be
populated by Indians from Texas and Indian Territory and by
runaway slaves from the same region, but, except for some hun-
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dred each of Seminole Indians and Negroes, and a few Kickapoo,
he was unable to win and retain many recruits. His military
colony of Indians and Negroes did, however, serve the Mexican
government effectively against wild Indians and Texas filibusters
until his death of small pox at Alto, near Muzquiz, early in 1857.
He was a colonel in the Mexican army and was awarded a silver
medal in recognition of his services.
5. A brother-in-law of Micanopy.
6. Possibly the Crazy Bear, a cousin of Wild Cat, who was his
lieutenant on the Mexican trek.
7. John Cavallo (ca. 1812-1882?) was, next to Coacoochee, the
most distinguished of the escaped prisoners. He was of mixed
Negro and Indian blood, with possibly a dash of Spanish, and
although technically a "slave” of the Indian Charles Cavallowho was probably also his father-he was a recognized Seminole
sub-chief or chief: the brother-in-law of Holatoochee. Micanopy’s
nephew and second chief of the nation ; represented Alligator at
the capitulations of Ft. Dade: was a ringleader with Osceola
and Coacoochee in carryin g off the hostages from Tampa bay;
and when captured at Ft. Peyton was representing Micanopy
and his associate chiefs. He was shipped to Indian Territory
immediately after his surrender in the spring of 1838, and
became spokesman of the Seminole tribe, but succeeded in returning to Florida in 1839 on the plea that he would be useful
in inducing his relatives and friends there to go West. Under
the nickname of Gopher John, derived from a boyhood prank,
he became well-known as a guide and interpreter. In 1842 he
was again shipped West, where he assumed leadership of the
Negro element among the Seminoles and renewed his association
with Coacoochee in a common struggle against domination by
the Creeks, who were raiding Negro homes for slaves to sell in
Louisiana. He twice visited Washington to appeal to the president, but, despairing of governmental intervention, he founded
in 1849 the Negro village of Wewoka, as a city of refuge, and
late in the year set out with Coacoochee for Mexico. For about
twenty years John Cavallo-known on the border either was Col.
John Horse or el Coronel Juan Caballo - led his warriors against
Apache and Comanche Indians and Texas filibusters, ranging
from the banks of the Rio Grande in the north to the Laguna
de Parras in southern Coahuila, receiving for their services a
grant of land, in association with the Seminole Indians at
Nacimiento, in the Santa Rosa mountains. In 1870 he led his
band back to the United States and put them at the disposal
of the army for scout-service. His life thereafter is obscure; he
seems to have divided his time between the communities of
Seminole Negroes settled on the military reservations of Ft.
Duncan and Ft. Clark, and the colony of Nacimiento, to which
many of the band, dissatisfied with the United States, shortly
returned. His death occurred, probably in 1882, either on, or
returning from, a mission to Prest. Diaz, to whom he had successfully appealed for protection against the governor of Coahuila,
who was endeavoring to dispossess the Negroes of their landgrant. According to one account he died in Mexico City of a
sudden illness ; according to another he was murdered in a
cantina on his return-journey. The author is engaged in writing
his biography under the tentative title of Freedom over Me: The
story of John Horse, Seminole Negro Chief, and his people, in
Florida, the Indian Territory, Mexico, and Texas.
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PIONEER FLORIDA
by T. FREDERICK DAVIS
ADMISSION

TO

STATEHOOD, 1845

Florida added the twenty-seventh star So the
flag of the United States, Texas the twenty-eighth,
and Iowa the twenty-ninth.
By an act of Congress March 3, 1845, the territories of Florida and Iowa were authorized to enter
the Union as states if and when they should meet
the requirements for admission to statehood. The
joint admission followed a policy designed to maintain a balance of power in Congress upon the serious
questions of the times, mainly slavery, by admitting
a Northern and a Southern territory together.
Florida promptly qualified for admission and was
admitted without delay; but the admission of Iowa
was withheld pending settlement of a boundary
question and the submission to Congress of an acceptable state constitution. Iowa did not officially
enter the Union as a state until December 28, 1846.
In the meantime circumstances arose that made it
advisable for Texas to be brought into the Union
at once and it was annexed as a state on December
29, 1845.
The constitution under which Florida entered
statehood provided for a popular election of state
officials as follows: governor, one congressman, and
a general assembly or legislature composed of
seventeen senators and forty-one representatives.
The General Assembly so constituted was required
to assemble at the seat of government for its first
session on the fourth Monday after the election and
besides its own officers was empowered to elect two
United States senators; four judges of Circuit
Courts, also justices of the Supreme Court of the
State ; clerk of the Supreme Court and clerks of
134
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the Courts of Chancery ; the attorney general of
the State; four solicitors of the Circuit Courts; the
secretary of state; and a state treasurer and comptroller of public accounts. In addition to his civil
duties, the governor was to be the commander-inchief of the “Army and Navy” of Florida. Just
what the framers of the constitution had in mind
when they included a navy we do not know.
On the 5th of April, 1845, Governor John Branch,
incumbent and last territorial governor of Florida,
issued a writ of election to be held on May 26 following, for the election of State officers as designated
in the constitution.
Florida at this time was divided into two political
parties, Whig and Democrat, the latter often referred to as Loco-foco. The Whigs nominated Richard
K. Call for governor and Benjamin A. Putnam for
Congress. A Democratic convention was held at
Madison Courthouse April 14, and nominated William D. Moseley for governor and David Levy for
Congress.
The results of the election on May 26, 1845, as
tabulated in Niles' National Register of July 5,
1845, were : For governor, Moseley 3292, Call 2679 ;
for Congress, Levy 3614, Putnam 2393. The General Assembly elected was composed of 11 Democrats and 6 Whigs in the Senate ; and 29 Democrats,
11 Whigs and one doubtful in the House.
THE

INAUGURATION

The following is derived largely from accounts
published in the Tallahassee weekly newspaper Star
of Florida, the issue of June 27, 1845.
Burying the animosities and differences of the
late political campaign, residents of Florida flocked
to Tallahassee by the hundreds to observe Florida’s
official entrance into the Union; it is said that sev-
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eral thousand visitors assembled there to witness
the ceremonies.
Monday, June 23, 1845. The General Assembly
met and proceeded to organize. Elected by the Senate: James A. Berthelot, president; Thomas F.
King, chief secretary; Edward Bolon, sergeant-atarms; William S. Dinsmore, messenger. By the
House: Hugh Archer, speaker; M. D. Papy, chief
clerk; William Blunt, sergeant-at-arms; S. B. Foster, doorkeeper.
The business of organizing had just been completed when news of the death of Andrew Jackson
[d. June 8, 1845] was received by the Assembly late
in the afternoon. There was a hush. Then mournfully both Senate and House appointed committees
to draw up suitable resolutions, to be presented on
the following day.
Tuesday, June 24. The Assembly met at 9 a. m.,
to receive the resolutions on the death of Andrew
Jackson; then adjourned until Wednesday out of
respect for the illustrious dead.
The resolutions of both Houses were practically
the same in sentiment, emphasizing the virtues of
the deceased and the loss to the United States and
particularly Florida. The House resolution contained the additional paragraph : “That the memory
of Andrew Jackson will ever be dear to the people
of Florida. It was he who first drew aside the veil
which hid this fair land from the admiring gaze of
his countrymen-it was his fearless and patriotic
course that caused its acquisition by the United
States-he received its transfer from the King of
Spain-he was the first Governor of the Territory
of Florida [provisional period] and ever its steadfast friend; and therefore, besides the debt of gratitude due from his countrymen in every part of this
broad empire, for his eminent military and civil
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service, Floridians should be among the first and
foremost to cherish his fame as identified with their
own State.”
In further respect members of the Assembly were
requested to wear “crape” on the left arm for a
period of sixty days. The hall and Assembly rooms
of the capitol were draped in mourning.
Wednesday, June 25. This was the day of days
in the procedure of Florida’s entrance into the Union as a state. Though it dawned with dignified
consideration for the death of Andrew Jackson, interest in the inauguration was not abated.
At 9 a. m., the senators were received in the
Representative Hall, where, in the presence of both
houses and many citizens, the vote for governor was
counted as the constitution directed, and William
D. Moseley declared duly elected, “to hold office
four years from the day of his election, and until
his successor be chosen and qualified.” Of this
Governor-elect Moseley was promptly notified by a
joint committee of the Senate and House. The Senate then returned to its own chamber and both
houses spent the remainder of the forenoon making
preparations for the inauguration at noon.
During the morning the Governor-elect sent to
the General Assembly for approval a standard for
the new State of Florida. It was a flag of five
horizontal stripes, one white and the others of different colors-blue, orange or yellow, red, greenwith the motto “Let Us Alone” emblazoned on its
folds. No official explanation of the significance of
the design was presented. * But there is no doubt
of the meaning of the motto: it was the expression
* Contemporaneous accounts vary as to the sequence of the
colors in the flag. The editor of the Star (Tallahassee) suggested they were intended to represent youth, energy, purity
etc.
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of a feeling which even then was growing into the
issues that led to the War Between the States.
Promptly at noon, Mr. Moseley appeared on the
east portico of the capitol to deliver his inaugural
address before the General Assembly and “several
thousand” Floridians gathered in front of the building. Simultaneously, the new State flag was hoisted
on the flagstaff of the capitol.
The inaugural address of Governor Moseley comprised approximately 2250 words. The tone of the
address was rather modest and unassuming. He
outlined his political views in regard to the duties
of those entrusted with public office, and of the
relation of Florida to the Federal Government; he
remarked upon the national questions of the day
and particularly that of States’rights, expressing
his. beliefs in regard to them. Regarding Florida
he said, “It is not my purpose on this occasion to
enter into a specific enumeration of all such measures as would, if perfected, effect the attainment of
our utmost wishes [such a communication had been
promised for the Assembly on the following Tuesday] ; but I feel called upon, by a sense of duty, to
allude in a special manner, to the necessity of a
sound constitutional currency [probably with reference to banks] ; to the preservation of the public
credit; to a well regulated system of Common
Schools and the School Fund ; to the finances of the
State, and to the promotion of virtue, science and
knowledge.” In conclusion, turning specifically to
the members of the General Assembly, he said,
“And now, Senators and Representatives, I approach with trembling solicitude, the discharge of
the duties assigned me, relying upon your support
in the discharge of them, whenever my official conduct may commend itself to your favorable consideration ; and invoking the aid of the Father of the
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Universe in our attempt at self-government, that
He would be in the midst of our Councils, guiding
and directing them for the common good; and appealing to Him for the sincerity of my motives, and
the rectitude of my intentions in the performance
of my duty to my country and to myself, I take upon
me the high, responsible and solemn obligations enjoined by the Constitution.”
At the conclusion of the address it was “responded to by deafening shouts of the vast multitude,
and the cannon lent its voice to affix the seal of
popular approbation in the installment to office of
the first popular [elected] executive of Florida.”
So, authorized for statehood by Congress March
3, 1845, Florida carried out the provisions of its
constitution and became a full-fledged State of
the Union on June 25, 1845.
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THE MILLER OF OKAHUMPKA
by DOROTHY DODD
James Gough was a settler under the Armed Occupation Act of 1842. His permit to settle on
unsurveyed land in Wahoo swamp, on the Withlacoochee river, was issued by the Newnansville Land
1
Office July 18, 1843.
In 1844 Gough erected a grist mill, probably on
his homestead. At that time the operation of grist
mills was regulated by law. The miller was required to grind all grain brought to the mill, in the order
it was received; he was allowed to retain one-eighth
of the grain as toll for his services. If he refused
to grind grain brought, in its proper turn and time,
or if he exacted more than the legal toll, he was
liable to a fine of $20, recoverable before any justice
2
of the peace, for the use of the person suing.
In 1851 the sale of swamp and overflowed lands,,
granted to the State by the Act of Congress of
September 28, 1850, was authoriezd as soon as plats
3
Gough became
of such lands could be secured.
alarmed at the possibility that the low, swampy
lands, upon which the water backed from his mill
dam, might be subject to sale by the State, and addressed to his State senator a request for protection
against this contingency. The Senate Committee on
Corporations, to whom his letter was referred,
found that he erected his mill “when the country
was new, and when his enterprise made him almost
4
a benefactor to a newly settling country." Accordingly, the Committee reported a bill prohibiting the
Register of State Lands or the Trustees of the In1. House Doc. 70, 28th Cong., 1st Sess. [441], p. 29.
2. Leslie A. Thompson, A Manual or Digest of the Statute Law
of the State of Florida . . . (Boston: 1847), p. 405.
3. Florida Acts, 1850, Ch. 332, sec. 1.
4. Florida Senate, Journal, 1854, p. 272.
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ternal Improvement Fund from selling the lands
over which the water backed. This bill passed the
5
Senate, but was indefinitely postponed by the
6
House.
When the entire Florida frontier was in a dither
over the Indian disturbances of 1856-1857, James
Gough again wrote to Tallahassee, this time for protection of another kind. The two letters of the semiliterate miller are in the Florida State Library.
James Gough to David Provence
Okahump Milles December 27th 1854
7
Capt D. Provance
Dear Sir after my Best wishes i send you A few
Lines to Enform youre honer that you wold Do me
A Great faver if you wold have my mills Establish
A cording to Law & to Prevent Aney Person to
Enter fare with the waters that flows in to my
Mill Pond as this mill was erected in 1844 and the
water that is in the Pond is very helthey & does
not caus any Sickness what Ever and i want youre
honer to try to have it made A Law that no Person
can compell me to Grind except i feel wiling My
reason for this there is A Gredeal of Persons in
this county that wold & tries to Envie me & has
tried there Best to do so By Steating that there
meal is not Ground fine A nuf & sum tries to Ecuse
me of taking more than my rite tole; But the Lord
Knows that i am Eneset of the charge & i think that
yu Kno the same and By this cause i think that it
is no more than rite for me to have the controul
of my own Property or at Least my wifes; i want
8
yu to Asest Mr. Hares in Getting A Propereshen
5. Ibid., pp. 273, 287.
6. Florida House of Representatives, Journal, 1854, p. 311.
7. David Provence was senator from the Fifteenth District,
consisting of Marion and Sumter counties.
8. William S. Harris was representative from Marion and
Sumter counties.
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to Cleere out the Wilitlichoache river And i hope
that you will not be A Genst the Building of the
9
cort house at Sumpter ville
Dear Sir you will do me the faver to rite to me
soon; i remean youre sincere friend
James Gough
Capt D. Provance
Tallahassee, M. F.
*
*
*
James Gough to James E. Broome
Oahumpk Mills June 18th 1856
To his Excelencey the Honarable
James E. Broom
Govrenor of S fla
We the setlers of this Pleas calles on youre Axcelencey for Proteckenshan as we ar on the frunt tear
& suronnoted By hammock from the wilitichauchoachee to the tampa road ansor Livs & Property is
in danger By the indans & if youre Axcelencey would
Put A small Company steashend at James Goughs
Milles it wold secure the oper Part of Sumpter Co.
& the mills also for if the milles is destroyed by the
indeans I do not know what the hoal County wood
do for for Bred as it is the only mille from Ocala to
tampa Bay-the Peopel of this Pleas calles on me
to steat to youre Axcelencey the danger that we ar
in & We Pray to youre Axcelence for speedy Protectishan.
I remean youre amlle Servent
James Gough
9. This is probably the earliest extant reference to Sumpterville,
which became the county seat of Sumter county as the result
of an election held in October 1859 (see Florida Acts, 1858.
Ch. 897). Prior to that time, the county seat was at Adamsville (Ibid., 1852, Ch. 548, sec. 5; ibid., 1858, Ch. 897, sec. 5).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol22/iss3/1

30

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 22, Issue 3

TEQUESTA
The third issue of Tequesta, The Journal of the
Historical Association of Southern Florida, appeared while our last number was in press. The issue
was edited by Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau of the University of Miami, with an advisory editorial board
of Gaines R. Wilson, Marjory Stoneman Douglas,
Dr. Robert E. McNicoll, and Leonard R. Muller.
While war conditions have reduced its size, the high
quality of former numbers is maintained.
The leading article, about half of the issue, “Beginnings in Dade County’’by Frederick M. Hudson,
is ideal material for a regional periodical. Professor
Charles M. Andrews * of Yale University, who gave
our own readers the story of Jonathan Dickinson
last year, contributed “The Florida Indians of the
Seventeenth Century.” There is part two of “The
Administrative System in the Floridas, 1783-1821”
by Professor D. C. Corbitt, who also is well-known
to our readers through his contributions to this
Quarterly. And there is reprinted from the Miami
Metropolis of July 3, 1909 “Pioneer Women of Dade
County” by Mary Barr Monroe.
Beginnings in Dade County

Mr. Hudson, an old resident of Miami and a president of the Florida State Senate (1909), has made
extensive research into all available sources for the
history of the Miami region since the county was
created, especially in the records now in the Florida
State Library, and has gleaned numerous interesting facts little known or long forgotten.
The county was established in January 1836, a
month to the day after the Dade massacre-hence
the name. From then on Mr. Hudson records, in as
much detail as the limited material extant allows,
* Professor Andrews died on September 9, last.
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the noteworthy happenings, conditions, and men of
the area.
Contemporaneous, as well as present-day, interest
in all of these is out of all proportion to the exceedingly sparse population, for on its creation “it did
not possess men enough in its entire population to
form a grand and petit jury.” The only settlement
was the proposed county seat of Indian Key where
there were four families, and half a dozen years
later this place was “totally deserted.” The jury
deficiency was remedied by an act providing that
jurors from both Dade and Monroe counties might
be summoned for service in either one.
The first important character of Mr. Hudson’s
narrative is Richard Fitzpatrick whom he “acclaims
as Father of Dade County.” Fitzpatrick was president of the Florida Territorial Legislative Council
in 1836. He was probably a resident of Key West
at the time “though later he lived in the new County.” He was a member of the St. Joseph constitutional convention and was a leader in the fiercest
fight there, that on the banks of the Territory, in his
opposition to the drastic regulations put upon them.
Later he “appears in another role. In pursuance
of an appointment by Governor Call, he proceeded
to the Island of Cuba to purchase bloodhounds for
the purpose of employing them against the Seminoles.” No other matter concerning Florida in that
period raised such widespread protest in the North.
But the sharp criticism sprung from a misapprehension. Notwithstanding their name and looks,
bloodhounds are among the most harmless of dogs,
and were used only for trailing humans. In this case
they were failures and their use was soon abandoned.
But of greater interest than Fitzpatrick is the
next conspicuous character, Jacob Houseman, “less
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illustrious than Fitzpatrick, but notorious in his own
right . . . . ” When Dade county was established
he was in possession of Indian Key, claiming to be
owner “by virtue of the purchase of squatter rights
... and had developed a thriving business of its
k i n d . " This was wrecking which was described in
the last issue of this Quarterly. But Houseman and
his colorful career can await some tireless researcher
with a virile pen, to whom Mr. Hudson gives this
gem, quoted from the proceedings of the Legislative
Council February 17, 1840:
The Committee on the State of the Territory, to whom was
referred the memorial of Jacob Houseman, presented the following preamble and resolution :
And whereas Jacob Houseman, of the Island of Indian
Key, has presented his memorial to this Legislative Council,
setting forth and proposing, that he will contract to catch or
kill all the Indians in South Florida and in the neighborhood
of the Everglades, for the sum of two hundred dollars for each
Indian he shall catch or kill. And whereas in the opinion of
this Legislative Council, it offers the most effective and economical and effective mode of ridding the country of these lawless
banditti, and is at the same time more calculated to effect the
objects of the Government in relation to the Indians:
Be it therefore Resolved by the Legislative Council of the
Territory of Florida, That our delegate in Congress be requested
to urge upon the President of the United States the expediency
of contracting with the said Jacob Houseman, in accordance with
the proposals offered in his said memorial.”

Next is Dr. Henry Perrine, his botanical experiments, and his murder by the Indians in the Indian
Key massacre.
In 1844 it was enacted that “the county site shall
hereafter be at Miami.”
The next prominent character is William R.
Gleason of Dade, lieutenant governor in the carpetbag regime of 1868 and representative 1871-1874,
noteworthy because of his feud with Governor Harrison Reed, the attempted impeachment of the latter, and the ousting of Gleason.
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Of much interest are the census reports of population of the county:
1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1885 1890 1895
146 159 83
85 527 333 861 3322
Mr. Hudson brings his “beginnings" down to
“the dividing line between the ancient and modern
which was marked when, the title to the James
Hagan Donation was acquired by Mrs. Julia D. Tuttle, the forerunner of Ingraham and Flagler, and
the one who, above all others, should be proclaimed
the Foamier of Miami.”
The Florida Indians of the Seventeenth Century
Also in this number of Tequesta is an account of

the seventeenth century Florida Indians from a critical study of what printed material there is on the
subject. Dr. Charles M. Andrews, Farnam Professor of American History, Emeritus, of Yale University, became interested in these Indians through
his study of Jonathan Dickinson and his contacts
with them in that century. This paper is a resume
of the results of that research, and gives a general
picture of the Indians of that day in Florida east
and south of the Apalachees. It is of much interest,
and must suffice until the archives in Seville and
elsewhere are gleaned of documentary material of
that period not yet available.
Professor Andrews classifies these Indians under
five principal heads “each of which includes a number of smaller tribes . . . more or less racially and
linguistically related. Southernmost of all were the
Tequesta, a name, variously spelled, that seems to
be associated with a cacique, a village, and a group
of tribes. The Tequesta were a savage people . . .
extending from the Keys to the northern limits of
old Dade county . . . from Lake Okeechobee to Hillsborough Inlet.
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‘“Among the Tequesta tribes were the Viscaynos,
from whom the name Biscayne is supposed to be
derived. Powerful in the seventeenth century these
tribes rapidly dwindled in numbers under the attacks of the Lower Creeks . . . and they were eventually absorbed . . . into the lower Creek group, all
taking the name of Seminoles.”
“West and southwest of the Tequesta, from the
southernmost point of Florida to the vicinity of
Tampa Bay were the Caloosa tribes, so called from
their sixteenth century cacique, Carlos, who supposedly took his name from that of the emperor
Charles V, King of Spain. . . . Carlos ruled over
many lesser caciques and levied tribute from them.
He was hostile to the Tequesta, who seem to have
been friendly to, the Spaniards. . . . As with other
Florida tribes the Caloosa soon ceased to exist as
a separate people. In the eighteenth century they
were gradually driven south to the more remote
Keys and so reduced in numbers and importance
that by 1835 there was but a remnant left, and this
remnant was merged with the Seminoles. . . . Of
the language of the Caloosa nothing has survived
beyond the names of some of their villages, though
the name Caloosa is to be found in Caloosahatchie.
There are no certain remains of their occupancy,
except perhaps a few true kitchen middins resulting
from the gradual accumulation of refuse through
many years of possession.
“North of the Tequesta were the Jobeses and two
other tribes, to all of which has been given the name
Jeaga. North of these were Ais, to whom some
writers have thought the Jeaga belonged, just as
others have classed the Jobeses as the northernmost
of the Tequesta tribes. The Ais controlled the territory from St. Lucie Inlet to the waters back of
Cape Canaveral. . . . Life was centered in the lands
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back from the beaches, where were the Indian villages and where the Indians found in the sea and
the inflowing rivers the scene of their chief activity.
They possessed sea-going canoes . . . [some] capable
of holding thirty men.
“North of the Ais were the Timucuas extending
from Cape Canaveral to St. Augustine and beyond
to the St. Marys River. . . [Then] the Guale, a small
group on the islands and part of the mainland of
southeastern Georgia."
There is a brief description of each tribe so far
as known now, with something of their mode of life,
which, at least for those towards the south was
largely the same. He describes some tribes as much
more warlike than others in accordance with the evidence which has come down to us; but this may be
largely that some were more hostile to the Spaniards
or to the Dickinson party. Where there is little
need for clothing the question of food with the Indians far outweighed all others combined. There was
little in the way of agriculture in any part of the
region, so food came direct from nature. Professor
Andrews has gathered from numerous sources the
variety of this food. Most important was fish, which
they speared, with oysters, clams, crabs, crawfish;
there was the starch of the coontie root; they ate
some plants and berries-sea-grapes, prickly pears,
coco palms, pigeon plums, the hearts and berries of
the palmetto. With these Indians animal food was
scarce.
The fact is brought out and explained at length
that the Indians of this period in Florida were intensely hostile to the English while largely living
at peace with the Spaniards.
But the Timucuas were different, and of them we
have a far better picture in the stories of Ribaut and
Hawkins and the drawings of Jacques le Moyne,
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though these were of the previous century. They
hunted the deer and other animals, cultivated maize,
pumpkins and other vegetables, and raised fowls.
“Pioneer Women of Dade County” is excellent
local history. It is naturally about much more than
the women, and is a picture of conditions. It might
be said that pioneer life in a region does not begin
until the women come, so this is pioneer history.
Mrs. William L. Freeland has added footnotes to
the article, which was written in 1909 ; and also a
biographical sketch of the author, Mrs. Mary Barr
Monroe. The notes identify and add to what is said
of the principal characters, and give more information on several facts and conditions mentioned
in the narrative.
The Administrative System in the Floridas,
1783-1821

In the last issue of Tequesta Dr. Duvon Clough
Corbitt, who is a professor of history in Candler
College, Havana, Cuba, contributed the first part of
“The Administrative System in the Floridas, 17831821.” Here is the second and final part.
Professor Corbitt, with the advantage, of his location and his interest and experience, has carried on
extensive research into the early records preserved
in Havana. The greater part of these archives relating to Florida were carried to Spain long ago,
but much Florida material still remains, and there
is a large amount of great historical value to us.
Professor Corbitt has contributed several articles
to our Quarterly on both East and West Florida
with these archives as the source, supplemented by
printed material where pertinent to an understanding of the documentary matter he has unearthed.
He has contributed also to other Southern historical
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periodicals; for example, a series of letters of William Panton, the originals and copies of which were
sent to the archives from Spanish Pensacola; this
series appeared in the Georgia Historical Quarterly.
The set-up and details of the administrative system is relieved here and there by bits of related
history. This is particularly true in the section
“Agencies for Handling Indian Affairs,” for everyone is interested in the Indians who lived once in his
own region. Here Professor Corbitt stresses the
difference between the aborigines in the Spanish
colonies to the south who were in various degrees of
servitude, and the Indians of Florida who were, in
comparison, a proud and warlike race who must be
appeased by annual presents of high money value,
the necessity for which is evident from the continued
emptiness of the colonial treasury. He also considers it “a remarkable fact that Spain was able to
scrap her age-old Indian policy and win considerable
success in the battle [with the Americans and the
English] for the friendship of the savages.”
A satisfactory trade was necessary to hold this
friendship, but “Spanish goods would not satisfy
the Indians, nor could Spain furnish a market for
the peltries that were the savages’only marketable
product.” These were the conditions which served
to establish Panton, Leslie and Company in Pensacola ; and thereafter, until beyond the turn of the
century, William Panton dominated the Indian trade
of the South west of Georgia. His influence, aided
by his relations with Alexander McGillivray, was
political as well as economic. “Until the Treaty of
San Lorenzo in 1795,” says Professor Corbitt “he
chose to use this influence to further Spanish expansion. Disillusioned by Spain’s action in ceding
her claims to most of the Indian country, Panton
thereafter entered into more friendly relations with
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the Americans against whom he had formerly tried
to turn the red men ; nevertheless Spain was unable
to dispense with the company’s services in supplying
the Indians, although she had long entertained the
hope of finding a Spaniard who could handle the
trade. Panton and his successor, Forbes and Company, kept the monopoly until 1817.”
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Antonio Vazquez de Espinosa, Compendium and
Description of the West Indies. Translated by
Charles Upson Clark. Smithsonian Miscellaneous
Collections, v. 102 (Washington, 1942). xii, 862 pp.,
introduction, index.
The Vazquez manuscript of 1628 was a “lost”
manuscript until translator Clark found it in the
Barberini collection of the Vatican some ten years
ago. It took considerable work on the part of Clark
and his distinguished colleagues to determine that
the Carmelite friar Vazquez de Espinosa was the
author and that the work actually was regarded as
the most exhaustive of its time dealing with the
New World.
Fray Vazquez died in Seville in 1630 without having made the final revisions to the massive work.
But while it is a minor irritation to discover that
an ordnance inventory is incomplete, or that certain
material is duplicated, these are trifling matters
indeed in comparison with the vast scope of the
compilation.
Vazquez’admitted purpose in writing this encyclopedic volume on Spain’s America was “the
description of the provinces” with “a bit of everything for the reader’s entertainment” and an occasional “story for dessert.” None will deny his
achievement. The volume is divided into two parts,
each of which comprises six books of from four to
ninety-five chapters. Part I deals with New Spain
(Mexico, the colonies in the Indies and Florida)
while Part II relates to South America, including
the Spanish Main.
To read even the first part of this work is to
acquire considerable knowledge of basic Spanish
colonial problems. Such knowledge is essential to
152
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appreciation of Spain’s role in the pageant of the
Americas. And a thorough reading is apt to work a
complete change in one’s perspective of American
history.
Vazquez has written in almost unbelievable detail
about the characteristics-geographic, biologic,
ethnographic, administrative, economic and religious
-of the various colonial areas from Peru to the
Philippines. At the outset is detailed the course
of the galleons to the Indies and the route of their
return to Spain. He demonstrated, apparently at
least to his own satisfaction, the “sphericity of the
earth, its dimensions, and how in His Majesty’s
dominions at every hour Mass is said.” He discoursed at length upon the aborigines-their origin,
languages, customs, their trials and tribulations.
The succeeding books deal each with a separate
audiencia (judicial division). Book II, a typical
example, treats the Audiencia of Hispaniola
(Haiti). Its 39 chapters include a geographical
definition of Haiti, a historical summary of its discovery by Columbus, descriptions of the principal
settlements, the adjacent islands and territories of
Puerto Rico, Margarita, Trinidad, Cuba, Venezuela
and the Orinoco river, the city and fort of St.
Augustine, Florida, and “many other provinces belonging to the Florida district.” Jamaica is included, and with it Vazquez related “a remarkable
event.” On the eve of the festival of San Diego (St.
James) a corsair arrived with a fleet of 16 ships to
take the island and sack the town. Some 600 pirates
disembarked for the task. The Spanish inhabitants
met the invaders with such success that they killed
over 100 of them and drove them off with a loss of
only one Spaniard. Said Vazquez : “The chief
cause of their rout was a friar [San Diego], mounted
on a powerful horse and singing the hymn of vic-
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tory ; accordingly from that time on the town . . .
has him as their patron . . . .”
A great many places Vazquez himself knew. For
descriptions of others he relied upon various sources,
with supplements from his own store of knowledge.
He made no claim to the office of historian; Solorzano, Herrera, Acosta, Garcilaso de la Vega and
Gomara have furnished much of his history. Yet
he has included eyewitness narratives that might
well have been lost had he not seen fit to write
somewhat as a historian.
The Florida portion of the Description is in Part
I, Book II, chapters 30-33, pp. 106-115. Naturally
this part of the volume will be of greatest interest to
Floridians. It is also more or less typical of Vazquez’style in the remainder of the work:
Florida

“Florida,” wrote Vazquez with his usual factual
and concise approach, “‘is a point of land projecting
100 leagues into the sea . . . and forms part of the
mainland with New Spain [Mexico].” Next comes
a brief history of the discovery, the exploration of
Narvaez, Soto and others, and the abortive missionary attempt of Fray Luis Cancer. “After all
this, in the year 1559 [!], Commander Pedro Melendez de Aviles went to these provinces of the warlike
Florida Indians; and after subduing some districts
adjoining the coast, he founded and colonized certain forts and cities, such as San Mateo [as the
Spanish renamed the ill-found French settlement on
the St. Johns river], which was soon abandoned,
and the city and fort of St. Augustine, which I have
heard still remains as a settlement in that vast
region.” Thus easily does Vazquez gloss over the
bloody 16th century fight for Florida. He wrote on:
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St. Augustine

“This city of St. Augustine lies near the sea at
the water’s edge; it contains over 300 Spanish residents, who are all married soldiers living there as a
garrison. The city is well built of stone, with an
excellent parish church and a Franciscan convent
with some 30 friars, who are almost all evangelizing
the Indians in their villages. There is a hospital to
care for the indigent sick, a shrine of Santa Barbara, and a fort with some 25 excellent bronze cannon. His Majesty appoints a Governor, who is
Captain General, and two Royal Officials.
o
“The city lies full 30 N.; its climate is like that
of Spain, with winter and summer; the country is
fertile, level, and wooded, with some swamps. Spanish fruit trees bear with great abundance, as do also
cereals, garden truck, and vegetables; they grow
excellent quinces, pomegranates, pears, and other
kinds of fruit, and marvelous melons.”
Vazquez mentioned the “many districts converted
to the Faith; the Indians are very good Christians,
and devout.’’ He listed the Indian villages roundabout, and went on to describe the Province of
Guale (Georgia). “Farther on,” he then continued,
“is the Province of Santa Elena [South Carolina],
and in that direction at 120 leagues from St. Augustine, the Sierra de Tama, all rock crystal, where fine
diamonds have been found . . .” Even so late did
the legend of the Crystal Mountains persist.
As did the religious before and after him, Vazquez
bewailed the lack of missionaries to work the fertile
Florida fields-and he likewise took notice of English settlement to the north, a danger which even at
that time was becoming serious: “the Bishop of
Cuba does not go to Florida because there are perilous risks of enemy pirates who habitually keep raid-
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ing and infesting those coasts, and because also
of the dangerous character of the sea in those
regions, with so many hurricanes ; furthermore, the
English of Xacal [Virginia] are so close by land . . .
nor do they neglect to teach their perverse religion
to those poor heathen. . . .”
“In this [Florida] region,” the friar went on,
“there are many provinces well peopled by warlike
tribes and abounding in food supplies of corn and
other cereal and root crops, quantities of fruit, fallow deer, elk, rabbits, and other animals, with plenty
of feathered game, partridges, quail, doves, turtledoves, turkeys, pheasants, and other birds ; in the
mighty rivers there is abundance of delicious fish
and great beds of pearls.” He described numerous
Indian towns and districts, such as Chile, a village
of “over 10,000 Indians, a brave and warlike tribe,
whose habit it is to set out for war with large feather
headdresses, very handsome after their fashion”;
and Apalache, “fertile lowlands with many field
cabins and much cultivation . . . very rich in fish and
pearls.” (Vazquez continually emphasized the richness of the Florida region: in the territory of
Ichiaha one Spaniard found a pearl “as large as a
hazelnut, and of great value.")
Much of the Florida information was drawn from
the narrative of Soto’s march. Characteristically
Vazquez judged that “the complete failure and collapse of Gov. Hernando de Soto and his Spaniards,
resulted in nonsettlement of many most suitable districts which the local chiefs affably requested them
to colonize; had they done so, the colonies would
have grown greatly and another kingdom would
have been established as extensive as that of New
Spain.’’
The Description is a book of unusual value.
“Even with a delay of 300 years in its publication,”
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writes the translator, "it is not to be considered for
a moment as merely a historical curiosity.” Broad
scope and painstaking description are two qualities
not usually found in a single volume.
True, it must be read critically. Perhaps it is
primarily valuable for historical geography, though
for the layman it is unfortunate that both Vazquez
and Clark neglected to supply a map. Observations
on Indian customs make the book useful-even indispensable-to the anthropologist. For other scientists it is a mine of information, sometimes exceedingly curious, such as the raindrops at Puerto Bello,
which, “after falling turn into little toads.” Vazquez has taken virtually the whole field of 17th century science as his interest; there are elaborate descriptions of mining processes, plants (especially
medicinal plants) and animals (including the exploits of the famous Spanish war dogs), as well as
extended discourses upon such peculiarly related
subjects as the bible and the causes of volcanic eruptions. And as Clark points out, the book will probably be required reading for students of Spanish
colonial and ecclesiastical administration. The perspicacity of this “honest and earnest old Carmelite”
in these fields is reflected in his observations on the
weaknesses of Spanish colonization.
Clark praises Vazquez as a “born story teller.”
The evidence bears him out. Take the incident of
the Indian Francisco, who discovered that his wife
had been eaten by alligators. Determined upon revenge, Francisco and his fellows captured the
'gators, slit them open and retrieved the various
portions of the unfortunate lady’s anatomy. The
corpse having been pieced together, it was buried
in the church. “It was I who said Mass for her,”
stated friar Vazquez, "because I happened to be
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staying there.” No less entertaining is his relation
of the whale hunts conducted by the Chilean natives.
Vazquez used graphic, if sometimes indelicate language. His description of the guava (a sometimes
maligned fruit very familiar to Floridians) speaks
volumes : “To recent arrivals from Spain, at their
first taste of them [guavas],” writes the good friar,
“they seem to possess a bedbug odor.”
Vazquez has done much to humanize history.
ALBERT
*

*

MANUCY

*

The Letters of Don Juan McQueen to His Family,
Written from Spanish East Florida, 1791-1807.

With a Biographical Sketch and Notes by Walter
Charlton Hartridge. Published by the Georgia
Society of the Colonial Dames of America. (Bostick
& Thornley, Columbia, South Carolina. 1943. 89 p.
index. $2.50)
Juan McQueen emerges from his letters as a person of great versatility and unlimited activitieswhether as captain in the South Carolina navy, participant in northern Revolutionary fields, member
of Carolina law-making bodies, chasing pirates while
trying to halt William Bowles’s incursion into East
Florida, acting as padrino at numerous baptisms at
which his friend Father O’Reilly officiated along the
rivers where McQueen was commander, or in his
own business enterprises.
Prior to the time the letters were written McQueen, unable to pay the heavy taxes on vast land
holdings he had obtained in Georgia, moved to Spanish East Florida where he again started to accumulate lands. He became a convert to the Catholic
faith ; and because of that his wife remained in her
Georgia plantation home, clouding McQueen’s existence by refusing to permit their daughters to
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live with or visit their father in St. Augustine or on
his San Pablo plantation.
Nothing less than actual perusal can give an adequate idea of the pleasurable contents of the letters
to his daughter Eliza Anne, and signed “Your Affectionate Father.” Almost equal, to many readers,
will be the unusual tone of the correspondence that
John McQueen Jr. sent to this sister. References
to musical instruments, love affairs, gallantrys of
courtship, even advice on selection of a husband
show trends of thought of the juniors of that period.
Rich in details of life in the East Florida of the
second Spanish period, and particularly in allusions
to St. Augustine, the letters not only provide much
information along human lines but, as they are carefully read, a certain literary flavor is recognized
that adds charm to the selections printed.
Intimate as the letters show McQueen to have
been with Spanish royal officials and the clergy,
nothing provides an explanation of why this newcomer from Georgia was made Captain of Militia
by the King, and Commander of the St. Johns river
and the rather turbulent borderland area of St.
Marys river. Later he was made judge for both
sections.
Following McQueen’s rather sudden death, his
papers were distributed among his heirs. The
papers in English went to female descendants ; only
part of those extant being included in this volume.
These were presented to the Georgia Society of the
Colonial Dames of America by Mrs. Franklin B.
Screven and Miss Phoebe H. Elliott. Mr. Hartridge
has been asked to edit another series of letters from
this collection.
Many Spanish documents were sent to a male
member of the family and their whereabouts is unknown. It may be that in them is some explanation
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of McQueen’s rapid rise in Spanish favor and
influence.
Every detail of the volume shows the care and
scholarship given by its editor Walter Charlton
Hartridge of Savannah to its compilation, to his
biographical sketch of McQueen, and to the extensive notes provided. The topography and format
are outstanding and are reminiscent of the fine publications of the Florida State Historical Society.
First are eleven letters written to or about McQueen himself. Among their writers are George
Washington, Marquis de La Fayette, Thomas Jefferson, Comte D’Estaing and Governor Quesada of
East Florida. In 1779 Washington is sending by
Captain McQueen documents to La Fayette of such
importance that he reminds the bearer he shall
destroy the package in case of danger on the voyage. The La Fayette and Jefferson notes, belonging
to a later trip to France, indicate the friendly terms
existing with these leaders in Revolutionary affairs.
They serve to place McQueen as a person of broad
experience, and furnish a contrasting background
for the tender affectionate letters he writes to his
dear daughter.
Not least satisfying is the pleasing balance secured by subordination of copious footnotes to the letters themselves. The edition is but 500 copies, and
already interest indicates that the Colonial Dames
were justified in the publication, made possible by
Mrs. Henry L. Richmond.
An introduction by Professor A. J. Hanna written from his own research in the period and his
acquaintance with McQueen’s career, serves admirably to place the man and give the reader a helpful
background.
KATHERINE SWAN LAWSON.

The St. Augustine Historical Society
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A Meeting of the Directors

On the invitation of Professor A. J. Hanna and
at the call of President Gaines R. Wilson, the board
of directors of the Florida Historical Society met
in Alumni House at Rollins College in Winter Park
on December 4. Six directors were present. President Wilson came from Miami, vice president
Philip S. May and Mr. Richard P. Daniel came from
Jacksonville, Miss Daisy Parker from Tallahassee,
Professor Charles T. Thrift, Jr. from Florida Southern College, Lakeland, Mr. Karl A. Bickel from
Sarasota; and Mrs. Alberta Johnson, the Society’s
acting secretary and librarian in the absence of
Mr. Marchman, came from St. Augustine. The fact
that so many directors came from a distance under
present conditions and the difficulties of transportation shows their interest as well as the Society’s
vigor even in war time. Mr. X. L. Pellicer, one of
our St. Augustine members and vice president
of the St. Augustine Historical Society, attended
also, as did several of our members from Orlando
and Winter Park, including former president Hanna
and former vice president Mrs. Kathryn Abbey
Hanna.
Numerous matters were considered and plans
made for the Society’s activities. These will be
reported to the membership at the annual meeting
with the progress made. There was an encouraging
report from the treasurer which will be incorporated
in his annual report. A slight increase in membership was noted despite war conditions. And, as
acting librarian, Mrs. Johnson reported on the
numerous accessions since the annual meeting. Many
of these have been listed in recent issues of the
Quarterly.
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Professor Hanna reported for the Committee on
Archeology of which he is chairman.
At the request of the directors, Mrs. Kathryn
Abbey Hanna explained and discussed the Society’s
relations and cooperation with the State Library
Board, of which she is chairman, and the appropriation made to that Board by the Legislature for the
benefit of the Society’s work.
Attention was called to a letter from the Maritime
Commission requesting that names of noted deceased persons of Florida be submitted for names
of Liberty ships. Professor Hanna was appointed
chairman of a committee to submit these names.
At the suggestion of Mr. May the name of Captain
Tresca was approved, as he was a cabin-boy on the
ship that carried Napoleon into exile.
There was a tribute to the high value of the
collection of transcripts and other copies of manuscript records relating to Florida’s history made by
Major John B. Stetson, Jr., now in the custody of
the Library of Congress; and the desire of the
Society to resume the publication of this material
was expressed. A committee will study this project,
on which Professor Hanna and vice president May
will serve.
Mr. Daniel proposed that a clipping service be
secured on Florida history items and the resulting
file be made available for research.
It was suggested that the Legislature be requested
to provide funds to put the Florida Historical Quarterly in the libraries of the public schools of the
State.
Means of increasing membership were discussed
and it was suggested that each member make an
effort to secure one new member, and several of the
directors pledged themselves to obtain a certain
number.
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Votes of congratulations and thanks were made
to Professor Hanna and Mr. Branch Cabell for
their book “The St. Johns”; and to Mr. Karl A.
Bickel for his book “Mangrove Coast.”
Proposed for consideration was the subject of a
permanent home for the Society and its library, and
President Wilson recommended that a drive for war
bonds be made for this purpose which might be
purchased in the name of the Society. It was approved that funds be raised to increase the existing
endowment fund towards such a building.
Mr. X. L. Pellicer made a report on the program of the St. Augustine Historical Society and its
efforts towards restoration and preservation of
historic sites, four of which have been purchased for
that purpose. He asked that a state committee be
appointed to meet with the National Advisory Board
of the Restoration Program.
Mr. Julien C. Yonge was reelected editor of The
Florida Historical Quarterly and the allotment for
its publication was made the same as for the current
year.
It was voted unanimously that a letter be sent
Mr. Watt Marchman telling him how greatly he is
missed and wishing him all good luck.
It was voted that a letter of condolence be sent
to the brother of Dr. Edmund Dow, one of our most
active members, whose death occurred since the
last meeting.
A Historical Meeting in Orlando

Inspired by the directors’meeting, the Orange
County Museum at Orlando was host to a gathering
of the history-minded of the region in the forenoon,
at which former president Joshua C. Chase of the
Society presided. The Museum, sponsored by the
antiquarian societies there, is now well-established
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in the old county court house and has many relics
and antiques in its collection.
County commissioner Bourland gave the welcoming address. Mr. W. R. O‘Neil spoke on “the
importance of the past which ties in with the present
and the future.” Miss Dena Snodgrass, teacher of
history in Orlando high school, read a paper on the
history of Orange county. There was a special
exhibit of materials and relics relating to Orlando,
Winter Park and the county which were each commented upon by Miss Alta Wright who has made a
study of antiques.
The historical interest stirred by the meeting
brought several new members into the Society.
The Union Catalog of Floridiana

Of especial interest to the directors and other
members who came to Winter Park was the “Union
Catalog of Floridiana” at Rollins College, established and directed by Professor Hanna, and carried on by Miss Della F. Northey, its editor. This
has been steadily built up during the past seven
years, and now is a reference and research card
catalog to every kind of printed or manuscript
material relating in any way to Florida. It is a
cooperative undertaking, and asks the assistance of
all Florida librarians and scholars, and others who
will help, in gathering data to make the catalog complete-that is, up to date, for it will never be complete, but will grow through the years. Its use is
already extensive, but both use and growth are
limited sharply by the meager funds which it secures
only through donations.
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Sergeant Marchman

Our secretary and librarian Watt P. Marchman
is overseas, and after several promotions is now a
staff sergeant. He writes of his constant interest in
Society affairs and his wish to be back in the library.
Opportunities for letter-writing are rare with him,
but he says “You have no idea how much a letter
can mean to us here.” His address is S/Sgt. Watt
P. Marchman, 34538112, 218 Signal Depot Co., APO
No. 9015, c/o Postmaster, New York, N. Y.
T HE

L IBRARY

As mentioned in a late number of the Quarterly,
the files of the WPA Federal Writers’Project of
Florida were placed in the custody of our Society
when the organization was discontinued, and are
now in our library. The files are voluminous, so it
has not been possible as yet to make a complete
descriptive list of them ; but Mrs. Johnson, acting
librarian in the absence of S/Sergeant Watt Marchman, has listed the most important items and
subjects.
With its other activities, the Project carried on
historical research throughout Florida and the results are recorded in these files. Also, transcripts
were made of rare or unusual documents and printed matter of which the files contain copies, so their
value to students and others who are interested in
the history of our State is evident. State Supervisor
Carita Doggett Corse was the directing head of
the Project throughout its existence, and the history-minded of Florida are grateful to her and the
widespread organization which she directed, as is
the Florida Historical Society for the custody of
these files.
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They contain :

Typescript copies of printed volumes:
The East Florida Traveler. by Dr. W. H. Simmons. 1822
(Notices of East Florida - With An Account of the Seminole
Nation of Indians)
Miscellaneous writings of Constance Fenimore Woolson
The Life of Achille Murat, by Maurice A. Arould
The Life of General Andrew Jackson, by John S. Jenkins, 1847
Spanish Settlements, by Woodbury Lowery, 1562-1574
Palmetto Leaves, by Harriet Beecher Stowe
Pioneers of France in the New World, by Francis Parkman, 1897
Index to The Florida War, by John T. Sprague
(Florida) Voyages-Relations and Memoirs - Ternaux-Compans
Florida in the War Between the States, (with names of those
mustered in and out of service), Vols. 1-6
Florida Breezes, by Ellen Call Long, 1882 (incomplete)
A Tour Through The Southern and Western Territories . . . and
The Floridas, by John Pope (from reprint 1888)
Key West, Old and New. Jefferson B. Brown, 1912
Roads of Adventure, Ralph D. Paine, 1925
A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida, by Bernard
Romans, 1776
America and the Americans, by Achille Murat, translated from
the French, 1849
Narrative of Le Moyne, translated from the Latin of DeBry
History of French Florida, by Paul Gaffarel, translation, 1875
Dominique de Gourges, by Paul Gaffarel
Red Patriots, by Charles H. Coe.
Purchase of Florida, by Hubert Bruce Fuller, 1895
Florida Place Names, by William A. Read, 1934
Micellaneous transcripts :
Spanish-American War, transcripts from Florida newspapers
The Martial Spirit, by Walter Mills, 1931
Campaigning in Cuba, by George Kennan, 1899
Edmund Kirby Smith, thesis, by Joseph B. James, 1935
Letters of Edmund Kirby Smith
Audencia de Santa Domingo, 1534-1574
Pedro de Menendez to His Majesty, Dec. 3, 1566
Montiano to the King, August 9, 1740
Florida Transcripts from South Carolina, 1792-1795 ; 1795-1798
Hernando de Escalanto Fontaneda (1575) translation by Buckingham Smith
Shelburne Papers (Turnbull colony) 1766-1788
Diary of Jeduthun Upton, Jr., Captain of Privateer, War of 1812
Miscellaneous transcripts from Julien C. Yonge library
Transcripts relating to Florida, Library of Congress, 1565-1808
Papelas de Cuba, revised list, Library of Congress
Ship’s Expedition of John de Verrazano to Florida, 1524
Diary of Thomas P. Davis, Civil War
Cathedral Records, St. Augustine, White Baptisms, 1784-1792
0ther Florida material compiled by Writers’ Project:
Florida-Archaeology, architecture, bibliography, biography, birds,
boats, buccaneers, county histories, forts, canals, lakes and

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol22/iss3/1

54

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 22, Issue 3

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

167

rivers, libraries, legends, historical markers, missions, map
lists, memoirs, pioneers, plantations, historic sites, reptiles,
lists of Florida newspapers, place names, old towns, trails,
St. Augustine, Fernandina and Pensacola history. “Conchs”
of riveria, Key West, Ybor City, dialect, folklore, voodooism,
Negroes and slaves, slave interviews, religion, fraternities,
ethnology, education, exile of free Negroes, folklore, music,
superstitions, slave days in Florida.
Indians - Aborigines, early history of Timucuans, Creeks, Calusas,
Seminoles, archaeology, burials, legends, Seminole vocabulary,
schools.
Other recent accessions
Donated by The Union Catalog of Floridiana, Rollins College :
Card analysis of Florida Historical Quarterly, by Della F.
Northey, editor of the Catalog.
Numerous excerpts, clippings, and pamphlets donated by
Paul A. Hardaway including items relating to Florida railroads,
tourists, industries, etc., among which are: many from the
Scientific American 1876-1900 ; “Florida" by Solon Robinson,
Frank Leslie’s 1869 : Florida Everglades, Youth’s Companion
1884; Spanish-American war, N. Y. Herald, etc., etc.
“Historical Sketches and Sidelights of Miami, Florida,” by Isidor
Cohen. Gift of the author.
Eastern Herald, Palatka, Feb. 5, 1881. Editor, W. A. Pratt. Gift
of the editor’s son, W. A. Pratt, Lake Worth.
Francis P. Fleming, “The Florida Troops in Virginia," Jacksonville, 1884. Also a gift from Mr. Pratt.
‘“Annual Report, Mt. Vernon Ladies Assn. 1943” (with list of
Florida tributes and accessions). Gift of Mrs. Thomas P.
Denham, Jacksonville.
“A Manual of School Houses and Cottages for the People of the
South," by C. Thurston Chase, Superintendent of Education
of Florida, Washington, 1868. Gift of the library, Florida
State College for Women.
“Annual Report Smithsonian Institution, 1942, 407 p. plates, index.
“World Crops Derived from the Indians, by Edwin F. Walker.
Gift of the author.
Revista de Indias, IV, 19 (Madrid, 1943) “The American Indians,” etc.
Gift of Judge James B. Whitfield: numerous photostats relating
to Florida historical subjects, men, events, and objects.
Gift of A. J. Hanna : “Report on the Everglades,” by C. R. Bitting,
Clewiston, 1943, 76 p. illus.; The Floridian, Oct. 1943, “Floridiana” by Herb. Lloyd; Silver Springs Creek, etc. ; Natural
History XX, 1, Francis Harper, “Okefinokee Swamp as a
Reservation” ; “The Florida Transit, the oldest Railroad in
the State” from Florida Daily Times, Jan. 4, 1882; DeBow
Review, Oct. 1858, “Visit to a Plantation on Lake Jackson.”
“Captain Fitch’s Journal of the Creeks, May 1726.” Typed copy
from Oklahoma Historical Society, 26 p. Gift of Howard
Sharp, Canal Point.
Various Florida State government publications from members of
the Society and friends of the library.
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Kenneth W. Porter is a member of the history de-

partment of Vassar College.
T. Frederick Davis is the author of “History of
Jacksonville.” His numerous contributions to
the Quarterly include our special Ponce de Leon
number.
Dorothy Dodd, Florida state archivist, has contributed many articles to the Quarterly. Her doctor’s degree is from the University of Chicago.
Albert Manucy, secretary and treasurer of the
Florida Historical Society, is historical technician
for the southern national monuments of the National
Park Service. He, also, is one of our regular contributors.
Mrs. Katherine S. Lawson is acting secretary and
acting librarian of the St. Augustine Historical
Society.
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